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Dr. Gilbert Barron

CALISTOGA

Barron, Dr. Gilbert, born May
29, 1915, in San Diego, Califor-
nia, passed away calmly at his
home near Calistoga on June 9,
1998. He practiced Internal med-
icine in Berkeley from 1949 until
his move to Napa Valley.

Dr. Barron graduated from
Stanford University (1936) and
Temple University School of
Medicine in Philadelphia (1940)
before taking his residency at
Highland Hospital in Oakland,
California. He served as a sub-
marine medical officer in the
U.S. Navy during World War I
He also trained in naval under-
water demolition. On Leyte and
the small island of Funa Futi, he
duplicated the docs in “MASH."
He kept his loyalty to the Navy
and retired as a Commander in
the U.S. Naval Reserve.

One of Berkeley's most loved
physiclans, Dr. Barron was one
of the last few doctors who made
house calls day or night. During
the 28 years of his busy Internal
Medicine practice, he served as
Chief of Staff at Alta Bates Hos-
pital and as President of the
Alameda County Heart Assocla-
tion and the Northern California
Allergy Association; he was an
advocate and board member of
the Visiting Nurses Association;
and a physician in the Allergy
Clinic at U.C. Berkeley's Cowell
Hospital.

In 1970 he found land near
Calistoga to rebuild his parents’
1913 Sunnyside (San Diego)
Craftsman style redwood home.
It became the family residence
again in 1977 when Dr. Barron
accepted a position in Acute
Medicine at the Holderman Hos-
pital of the California State Vet-
erans Home in Yountville.

Dr. Barron gave back to his
new community with his hands
and heart. He was a charter
member of Napa County Land
Trust, the Sharpsteen Museum
Association, membership Chair-
man of The Wine Country
Artists, and recently served on
the Mission Committee of St.
Luke's Episcopal Church, help-
ing to make the labyrinth in the
church garden.

“Gil" Barron was loved by so
many -- his patients, medical
assoclates, friends, and family.
His quiet, refined presence will
be greatly missed by all who
knew him. He was a gentleman
in the truest sense of the word.

He is survived by his wife of 52
years, Mary Grace Barron of Cal-
istoga; their four children: Lin
Barron and Kate Barron of Oak-
land, Marguerite Barron of
Berkeley and Thomas Barron of
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